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£ Exodus 8 3” 

Thou Halt not take the Name of the Lord 

thy God in vain, for the Lord will not 

hold bim gultleſs that taketh his Name 
in vain. 3 3429 
5 % - | 
Or an the public tranſactions of buman 
fociety there are none more important, — 
there are none more intereſting both to 
individuals and to the community at large,. 
than theſe folemn periodical meetings ſor 
the adminiſtration of Juſtice, for the pu- 


niſhment of crimes, —and for the decifion -. - 


of controverted rights. Well therefore did 
the wifdom of our anceſtors: ordain,. that | 
ſuch meetings ſhould begin with acts of 
devotion; that all parties having before 
Os | 3 —_— 


( 2 * 

their eyes that ſupreme and Allmighty 
Being, by whom Kings do reign and 
Princes adminiſter juſtice, may ſeriouſly 
and conſcientiouſly diſcharge the ſeveral 
offices committed to their truſt. —Thus are 
we. reminded that we are Chriſtians before 
we are called upon to fulfil the duties of 
{ubjeRts:—thus are we reminded of our 
obligation, to obſerve and keep the com- 
mandments of the Lord our God. before 
we are called upon to execute the laws of 
man. And let s beware that we do not 
deceive ourſelves with vain ſ peculations — 
let us beware that we do not by profeſiing 
to be wiſe become fooliſh, Let us hold in 
mind, that from the laws. of God, the 
hays of man derive their force and obliga- 
tion; let us. hold; in ming, it is from reli- 
gion, chat civil government muſt ſeek its 
ſupport... For the laws of man will be | 
imperfectly, obeyed, unleſs: obedience is 
vielded to them not only for wrath but alſo 


for eee ſake -and civil government 
will 


4 


833 


wit be weak and* tottering, e it be 


conſidered to be, what holy ſeripture = 


repreſented it to us, the ordinance of God. 


There is no ſufficient. tye over the unruly 


paſſions of mankind but the fear of God 


that fear is truly the beginning of all wiſe 
dom, religious, moral or political. And | 
he, who ſhould go about to eſtabliſh civil | 


government withaut this main ſupport and 
foundation, wauld be altogether like unto 


him who buildeth his houſe on the ſand - 
the houſe ſhall quickly fall, and great will 


be the fall thereof. We have heard i in our 


 days,---and thanks ta the ineffable good- 
neſs. of Allmighty God, we have only 


| heard, we have nat yet ourſelves expe- 


rienced, the fatal effects af ſeparating civil 


government fram religion. Far be it from 


us to exult over the domeſtic ealamities of 


che unhappy people, who have tried the 


fatal experiment: let us rather pray usto | 
| God, that he would n unto them a 


3 2 | 14 right 
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right 8 in all things, and n 
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*.cord, Kr 8 8 '4 7 
Sik es my be wd 6s dite, or 


# e ee dees religion | 


and government, 1 would aſk, In what 


then do they place the bind of ſaciety?--— 


Where do they find a ſufficient tye and ob- 
_ " ligation to hold together its members?--- 
| "Cans they find it out of religion ?---Can 
' "they hope if men once ceaſe to fear God, 
| that they will cdbeinue to honor their King, 


to reverenes the eſtabliſhed government of 


| "their country, or to obey its laws ? If any 
be at a Joſs to underſtand, how government 
is fupperted by religion, let them attend to 
tho ptpeepts of that religion. Texhort,” 
© faith St. Faul, that firſt of all ſupplica- 


dens, Papers, interceſſions and giving 


ef thanks, be made for all men; for 
_ «Kings and for all that are in authority, 
_ that we may lead a quiet and 'peaceable 
nnn all * Fut 
og | 55 „% them 


. to be ſubject to principalities and pow- 


„ 
them in mind.“ faith the ſame Apoſtle, 


** ers, and. to obey magiſtrates.” And 
again, Lex every ſoul be ſubject unto the 
higher powers: for there is no power but 
of God, the powers that be, are or- 
s dained of God. Whoſoever, therefore, 
C «© reſiſteth the power, reſiſteth the ordinance 
of God; and they that reſiſt ſhall receive 
C *© to themſelves damnation. For rulers are 
not a terror to good works: but to the 
evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the 
| A power? Do that which is good. and 
. thou ſhalt have praiſe of the fame: for 
us 1 he i is a miniſter to thee of God for good. 
But if thou. do that which is evil, be 
afraid, for he beareth not the ſword in 
« vain; for he is a miniſter of God, 4 
= revenger to execute wrath upon him that 
* doeth evil. Wherefore ye muſt nceds be 
ſubject, not only for wrath but alſo for 
i conſcience fake,” You may perceive 


from 


EY WF. 
from theſe paſſages of holy ſcripture, how 
the deficiencies of man's wiſdom are fup- 
plied by the wiſdom of God :—You may 
diſcern how the weakneſs of man's power 

is ſtrengthened by the power of God. 

Man can inflict only temporary puniſh- 
ment, and every offender is ready to flatter 

hiſmelf;/ he ſhall be able to efcape that pu- 
niſhment; truth he thinks may be diſguiſed, 
and Power he hopes may be evaded. Thus 
prone ate men 40 ſet. at nought and difre- 
gard thoſe who at moſt can only kill the 
body, and afterwards - have nothing that 


E. <4 they can do; but religion reminds them; - 
_ © thatthere is One, who after he has killed, 


_ can caſt both body and ſoul- into hell. 
Aud hence muſt ariſe the ſtrength and ſta- 
dility of civil government: for there is 
no other ſufficient principle to inſpire obe- 
dience than the belief in a God. the per- 
ſuaſion that civil government is the ordi- 
munce af God, Land the conviction that 


„ 1 to 


6 


. to reſiſt the juſt exertions of government 


and to oppoſe the execution of its laws is 
to incur eternal mT 


4 
„ 


|  Godlineſs, therefore, in this reſpech is is 
great gain, as it inſures to us a quiet and 


peaceable life ;---as i its dictates teach us not 
only to be good Chriſtians but alſo good 


S, ſubjects, And while we are eſtimating 


the benefits which civil ſociety derives 
from religion, Tet us remember, that it is 
not only by general precepts and by general 
exhortations that religions thus ſtrengthens 
and ſupports government :---it intimately 
unites itſelf with the moſt ſerious and im- 
portant operations of government; and the 
civil power in the adminiſtration of juſtice | 
and the execution of human laws calls in 
the aſſiſtance of the divine. An oath for 
confirmation is unto men an end of all | 
ſtrife. And if on the evidence of wits 


neſſes every matter be eſtabliſhed, it is 


becauſe thoſe witneſſes deliver their teſti- 


. 
mony under the moſt ſolemn obligation, 
and invoke the name of the Moſt High to 
the truth of what they ſay. Credit is 
of in human courts to the teſtimony of 

„ becauſe men there hazard all that 

2 be moſt valuable and moſt dear to 

them, if they utter falſehood or diſguiſe 
truth. The infirmities, the prejudices, the 

paſſions, the evil affections of men muſt all, 

it may be reaſonably expected, be overcome 

and ſubdued, before the fear and dread of 

Him who has ſaid, Thou ſhalt not take 
the name of the Lord thy God in vain.--- 
An oath is the :beſt fence and ſupport of 
the truth: and where men are truly reli- 
gious, it will ever be a 121 one. 


8 Burt it is Abt to be lamented chat even 
on the moſt ſolemn occaſions, men do not 

| always act under the influence of religion: 
3 it is deeply to be lamented, that as they 

too often apparently j join in prayer without 

devotion, ſo do they frequently ſwear with- 


out 


w © 


e 
out ſincerity, The evils reſulting to ſociety 


from this contempt and diſregard of reli- 
gion, may teach us how inadequate hu- 
man wiſdom is without its aſſiſtance. 
Whoſoever has been much converſant in 

legal proceedings, cannot but have obſerved 
the little attention frequently ſhewn to the 
obligation of an oath : he muſt have heard 

with mixt emotions of ſurprize and re- 
gret the moſt diſcordant relations of the 
ſame event delivered on both ſides, bỹß 
parties who have called on God to atteſt , 

the truth of what they ſay: he muſt have 


liſtened with dread and horror to teſtimo- 


nies, which ng art or {kill could reconcile | 
together, and-where the moſt charitable 


| muſt neceſſarily be obliged to impute to one 
fide, that they have taken God's holy name 


in vain. And thus when the duties of re- | 


ligion are neglected, when men have 
brought themſelves to that pitch of wick - 
edneſs as no longer to fear or reverence 


* 
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their Maker, T then do the e moſt ſalutary 


* f 
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regulations of civil ſociety become ineffec- 

| tual; and its moſt important eſtabliſhments 
ufeleſs. ' Innocence and guilt, right and 

: wrong are confounded;---and the greateſt 
bbilities and the ſtricteſt integrity will in 
din be exerted to diſcern innocence from 
guilt, right from wrong, where there is 
nothing to guide the judgement, but the 
diſtorted / repreſentations of unprincipled 
minds, who have diſcarded the love of 

; ruth, and wet orig * 


| Attic. 


Much TWO Shes it n bociety,,- 

and much: does. it intereſt individuals, --that 

$ the nature of an. oath, the ſolemnity of 

the obligation, and the great guilt. of falſe 

ſuearing, be clearly underſtood and ſeri- 
ouſſy attended to. | 


Now in eat is an invocation off God; 
Ke e ne w- a witneſs of the 
OT CF Oncs * 
of y 5 ; an | 
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C44 
an ; oath, they call upon thee Almighty 
Being who hath created thein, and who 
| hereafter by his Blefſed Son ſhall judge 
chem. they call, I ſay, upon God to atteſt - 
the truth of their evidence; as they hope 
from him for help and ſupport. And let 

them remember, that when they come td 

ſtand before the awfull tribunal of their ren 
deemer, then will it be enquired of them; 
whether on theſe ſalemn occaſions they have | 
{ſpoken truth or falſehood: then by their 
words ſhall they be juſtified, or by their 
words ſhalt they be condemned. It is 
God's commandment, that they take not 
his name in vain: and it is God's declara- 
tion, that he will not hold them guiltleſs 
that take his name in van. The puniſh- 
ment of this fin will be grievous, becauſe the 
effects of it are dreadfull. A falſe witneſs 
is acceſſary, as far as his teſtimony i is Cre- 
dited, to the condemnation of the innocent 
or to the acquital of the guilty:---he en- 
ann to ſhed innocent blood, or he 
8 juſtifieth 


8 ( 12 3 

zutgen the wicked. for a W he 
Fpoileth-his neighbour, and robbeth him 
the life and property of any one be ren- 
diered infecure;---by perjury may the moſt 
| innocent be bereft of every comfort. and 
every poſſeſſion. - Perjury therefore is 
odious in the ſight both of God and of 
man. It is puniſhed by the laws of man, 
and it will be ſtill more ſeverely puniſhed 
by the laws of God, We may obſerve, 


with gratefull hearts, theallwiſe diſpenſa- 


tions of God's good providence;---how 
often the tba of liars are fruſtrated, and 
their devices made of none effect. And 
though hand ſhould join with hand, yet let 
not the falſe witneſs flatter himſelf with the 
hope of eſcaping detection or of evading 
- puniſhment. For it is not always when 
falſe witneſſes do ariſe, that their teſtimo- 

_-- nies agree together, Truth. is plain and 
7 ſimple,”and is cafily told: but it is a diffi. 


6320 
cult taſk indeed to make and ſupport a Tel 
the folly of falſe ſwearing is equal to its 

wickedneſs:---the engine formed for the 

 deſtruRtion of others often l on * 

heads of thoſe that aſe Morn I 


But on a lübject £ very - and ob- 
vious, as the wickedneſs and folly of the 
dreadfull fin of perjury, I truſt it is unne- 
ceſſary for me to enlarge. —All that is 
wanting is to engage men's attention and to 
Induce them ſeriouſly - to to conſider i it: for 
conviction muſt ſurely follow conſideration. 
Whoſoever believes in God and in his holy 
word, cannot flight or diſregard what God 
4 has i in that word declared. He will not 
deceive himſelf, or ſuppoſe the Allmighty 
may be mocked: he will not imagine 

that God will hold him guiltleſs if he takes 
his name in vain. The ſupreme Ruler of 
the uniyerſe has inſtituted civil ſociety as 
the means of temporal happineſs and ſecu- 
rity, Government i is the ordinance of God 


for 
Ws... 
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for the puniſhment of the evil-doer. Trial 
muſt precede puniſhment : and condem- 
nation or acquĩtal muft be the reſult of evi- 
dence, heard with impartiality and weighed 
with deliberation. The credit of evidence 
reſts on the piety and integrity of the wit- 
nefſes. And leaſt piety ſhould be forgotten, 
and integrity be ſhaken and overcome, the 
conſtant practice of this and every other 
nation has been to call in the aſſiſtance of 

: religion, and to bind witneſſes by the moſt 
facred of all ties to ſpeak the truth. 1 
know not a more ſolemn act than the invo- 
. cation of God's molt holy name: and 
miſerable muſt become the ſituation of that 
people, who accuſtom themſelves to call on 
it in vain. God will not hold them guilt- 
leſs and thoſe whom he holds not guilt- 
leſs, he will ſurely puniſh. To draw the 
religious picture of the preſent times, would 
de a taſk as ungrateful as difficult. I would | 
only renſind you, that of the three great 
mY — God rendereth'a kingdom 
deſolate 


« 
TW 


* 
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deſolate Hor the arickednaſy of thoſe that 
dwell therein,---the- ford, the peſtilence * 
and the famine,--there are two with which ; 
we have been immediately threatened :---if 

we have been ſpared from famine, we have 
experienced ſcarcity,---if our fields are not 
yet ſtained. with blood, the horrors of war 

have long raged and ſtill continue to rage 


around us. It is God alone, who tan open 


his hand, and fill all chings living with 
plenteouſneſs. It is God alone, who can 
make us to dwell in ſafety from the fear of 
our enemies. To avert national evils, we 
ſhould practice national virtues. And it is 
our duty, no leſs as ſubjects than as indi- 
viduals, to obſerve and keep the command- 
ments of the Lord our God. We are now 
aſſembled at the opening of the moſt ſerious 
and ſolemn act of human juriſprudence. 
May all attend it with minds deeply im- 
preſſed with a ſenſe of the duties they o we 
to their Cod, their neighbour and them- 


ſelves. . May * through the whols 


| ( 26. ) 

coinfe* of it have Cod conſtantly before 
their eyes. When they invoke his holy | 
name, may they conſider him as preſent to 
what they fay, and remember that he will 
in no wiſe hold them guiltleſs, if they 
take his name in- vain.—May they, by 
ſpeaking the truth from their | hearts be 
finally found worthy to aſcend the holy | 
Hill and to dwell in the habitation of * Fs 


Lord their God f for ever Aera. | 
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